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yoke kits for the asa-5™ aUtoMatiC slaCk adjUster

General Safety GuidelineS 
WarninG! PleaSe read and folloW 
theSe inStructionS to avoid PerSonal 
injury or death:
When working on or around a vehicle, the following general 
precautions should be observed at all times.
�. Park the vehicle on a level surface, apply the parking 

brakes, and always block the wheels.  always wear safety 
glasses.  

2. stop the engine and remove ignition key when working 
under or around the vehicle.  When working in the engine 
compartment, the engine should be shut off and the 
ignition key should be removed. Where circumstances 
require that the engine be in operation, eXtreMe 
CaUtioN should be used to prevent personal injury 
resulting from contact with moving, rotating, leaking, 
heated or electrically charged components.

3. do not attempt to install, remove, disassemble or 
assemble a component until you have read and 
thoroughly understand the recommended procedures.  
Use only the proper tools and observe all precautions 
pertaining to use of those tools.

4. if the work is being performed on the vehicle’s air brake 
system, or any auxiliary pressurized air systems, make 
certain to drain the air pressure from all reservoirs before 
beginning aNy work on the vehicle.  if the vehicle is 
equipped with an ad-is® air dryer system or a dryer 
reservoir module, be sure to drain the purge reservoir.

5. following the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended 
procedures, deactivate the electrical system in a 
manner that safely removes all electrical power from the 
vehicle.

6. Never exceed manufacturer ’s recommended 
pressures.  

7. Never connect or disconnect a hose or line containing 
pressure; it may whip. Never remove a component or 
plug unless you are certain all system pressure has been 
depleted.

8. Use only genuine Bendix®  replacement parts, components 
and kits. Replacement hardware, tubing, hose, fittings, 
etc. must be of equivalent size, type and strength as 
original equipment and be designed specifically for such 
applications and systems.

figure � - aSa-5™ slack adjuster yoke kits
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9. Components with stripped threads or damaged parts 
should be replaced rather than repaired.  do not attempt 
repairs requiring machining or welding unless specifically 
stated and approved by the vehicle and component 
manufacturer.

�0. Prior to returning the vehicle to service, make certain all 
components and systems are restored to their proper 
operating condition.

��. for vehicles with antilock traction Control (atC), the atC 
function must be disabled (atC indicator lamp should 
be oN) prior to performing any vehicle maintenance 
where one or more wheels on a drive axle are lifted off 
the ground and moving.

Note: to install the yoke kit on the Bendix® asa-5™ automatic 
slack adjuster it is not necessary to remove the unit from 
the vehicle. remove as much contamination from the slack 
adjuster as possible, paying particular attention to the area 
being serviced.

ASA-5™	 SLACK	 ADJUSTER	 REMOVAL	 AND	
DISASSEMBLY
CAUTION:	Make	certain	the	vehicle	has	been	prepared	
according	to	the	instructions	under	the	heading	"General	
Safety	Guidelines."
�. if the asa-5™ slack adjuster is equipped with the easy-on 

yoke assembly illustrated in figure 2:
a. loosen the brake actuator push rod jam nut and run 

it back on the push rod approximately 5/8 inch.
B. loosen the easy-on yoke adapter and run it back on 

the push rod until it is free of the yoke.
C. rotate the manual adjustment hex counterclockwise 

until the asa-5™ slack adjuster is clear of the push 
rod.  Note: Considerably more torque is required to 
rotate the manual adjustment hex counterclockwise 
than is necessary to rotate it clockwise. the torque 
may be as high as 70 foot pounds.

2.  if the asa-5™ slack adjuster is equipped with the quick-
connect yoke assembly illustrated in figure 2:
a. rotate the slack adjuster manual adjustment hex 

counterclockwise until the brake actuator push rod 
just begins to move out of the actuator.
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figure 2 - yoke Styles

Note: Considerably more torque is required to rotate 
the manual adjustment hex counterclockwise than is 
necessary to rotate it clockwise. the torque may be 
as high as 70 foot pounds.

B.  Pinch the legs of the retaining ring together and pull 
the asa-5™ slack adjuster away from the actuator 
push rod until the adapter bushing is free of the yoke.  
remove the retaining ring.

C.  rotate the manual adjustment hex counterclockwise 
until the asa-5™ slack adjuster is clear of the brake 
actuator push rod.

3. remove the cotter pins (2 & 3) and washers (7 & 8) from 
the yoke pin (4) and link pin (5).

4. remove the yoke pin (4) and link pin (5) and separate 
the yoke from the asa-5™ slack adjuster.

5. if the slack adjuster has a yoke pin bushing (6), remove 
it. discard all parts that have replacements in the kit.

INSPECTION
Visually check the asa-5™ slack adjuster for any cracks 
or damage. if any defects are found, the unit should be 
replaced.

ASSEMBLY
�. if the asa-5™ slack adjuster uses a yoke pin bushing (6), 

install it into the slack adjuster arm as shown in figure 3. 
depending on environmental conditions, an application of 
anti-seize compound to the yoke pin (4) and link pin (5) 
may facilitate later removal. install the yoke and secure 
it to the asa-5™ slack adjuster body and link using the 
yoke pin (4) and link pin (5). Note: install the pins from 
the direction shown in figure �. install washers (7 & 8) 
and cotter pins (2 & 3) in the yoke pin and link pin, re-
spectively, and secure each. Bend each leg of the cotter 
pins to a minimum of 25 degrees, creating an included 
angle of at least 50 degrees between the legs.

2. if the asa-5™ slack adjuster is equipped with the easy-on 
yoke (refer to figure 2), position the brake actuator push 
rod jam nut approximately �-5/�6 inches from the end. 
thread the easy-on yoke adapter on the brake actuator 
push rod until it is about 3/8 of an inch from the end of 
the push rod. turn the asa-5™ slack adjuster manual 
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figure 3 - Bushing installation
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adjustment hex clockwise until the adapter extends into 
the threaded bore of the asa-5™ yoke approximately �/8 
of an inch. thread the adapter into the yoke and tighten 
to �0 foot pounds.

3. if the asa-5™ is equipped with the quick connect yoke 
(refer to figure 2), position the brake actuator push rod 
jam nut approximately � inch from the end. thread the 
quick connect adapter bushing on the brake actuator push 
rod until it is flush with the end of the push rod. Install the 
retaining ring on the adapter bushing, making certain it is 
in the adapter bushing groove. turn the asa-5™ manual 
adjustment hex clockwise until the adapter bushing be-
gins to enter the yoke. fully compress the "legs" of the 
retaining ring and continue turning the asa-5™ manual 
adjustment hex until the adapter is completely in the yoke. 
allow the retaining ring to expand into the correspond-
ing groove in the yoke. Make certain the retaining ring 
is seated in both the yoke and adapter bushing groove 
by manually pulling on the asa-5™ arm, attempting to 
separate the adapter bushing and yoke.

4. run the brake actuator push rod jam nut down against 
the adapter or adapter bushing. hold the adapter or 
adapter bushing hex with a wrench and tighten the 
jam nut to 300-400 in. lbs. for the �/2" - 20 thread and  
400-600 in. lbs. for the 5/8" - �8 thread.

5. Manually adjust the brakes.  Note: the vehicle brakes 
should be adjusted using the vehicle or brake manufac-
turer's recommendations. if they are not available, the 
following can be used.
Brake	Adjustment
rotate the manual adjustment hex clockwise until the 
linings are snug against the drum. turn the adjustment 
hex counterclockwise �/2 turn. Pull the brake actuator 
push rod to confirm that approximately 1/2 inch of brake 
actuator push rod free stroke exists. apply 85 psi and 
check that the brake actuator push rod stroke is below 
the re-adjustment limit. if the stroke exceeds the re-
adjustment limit, check the condition of the foundation 
brake. refer to "Brake Maintenance inspection" section 
of service data sheet sd-05-�269.

WARNING:  Manual	 adjustment	 of	 automatic	 slack	
adjusters	is	a	dangerous	practice	that	could	have	serious	
consequences,	because	it	can	give	the	operator	a	false	
sense	of	security	about	the	effectiveness	of	the	brakes,	
which	are	likely	to	go	out	of	adjustment	again	soon.		Do	
not	 make	 manual	 adjustments	 of	 an	 automatic	 slack	
adjuster	once	it	can	no	longer	automatically	adjust	the	
brakes.  Manual adjustment DOES NOT fix the underlying 
wheel	end	adjustment	again.		As	soon	as	possible,	have	
the vehicle inspected by a qualified technician or consult 
the manufacturer's troubleshooting guidelines to find 
and fix the problem.

6. Manually uncage the spring brakes before returning the 
vehicle to service.
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